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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 36  

By  Haile 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Dr. Matthew Pinson on 

his tenure as the fifth president of Welch 
College. 

 
 WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should pay tribute to 

those exemplary individuals who have performed with the utmost dedication throughout their 

careers; and 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Matthew Pinson, the fifth president of Welch College in Gallatin, is one 

such individual, having served with distinction in that capacity since 2002; and 

WHEREAS, a native of Pensacola, Florida, he attended Welch College in the 1980s and 

went on to graduate from the University of West Florida with a Bachelor of Arts in Humanities 

and Master of Arts in History; and 

 WHEREAS, President Pinson received his Master of Arts in Religion from Yale 

University, where he met his wife, Melinda, a North Carolina native who was a graduate student 

at Yale.  They were married in the summer of 1994 and began a pastorate in southern Georgia.  

While there, he engaged in doctoral studies in history at Florida State University, and Mrs. 

Pinson managed a historic hotel and restaurant.  The Pinsons have two children, Anna and 

Matthew; and 

 WHEREAS, after assuming the presidency of Welch College, President Pinson 

completed his doctorate in higher education leadership from Vanderbilt University.  He is the 

author or editor of numerous articles and books, including Perspectives on Christian Worship 

(B&H), Four Views on Eternal Security (Zondervan), A Free Will Baptist Handbook (Randall 

House), Classical Arminianism (Randall House), and Arminian and Baptist (Randall House); and 
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 WHEREAS, it is appropriate that the members of this General Assembly should 

recognize the outstanding service this remarkable man has rendered to our State; now, 

therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED TENTH GENERAL 

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

CONCURRING, that we honor and commend Dr. Matthew Pinson on his tenure as the fifth 

president of Welch College and extend our best wishes for his every future success. 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


